CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 17th FEBRUARY 2005.

Present:
Bill Shaw – Chair 


Nick Conder






Becky Withers – Vice Chair

Tim Harker 



Teresa Bernard


Jonny Sykes



David Brown



David Clark – Parish Clerk





ITEM 1 : 
APOLOGIES :  KDC Cllr P. Veasey.


ITEM 2 :
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
2.1
Cllrs N Conder and  J Sykes , as the applicants, declared a prejudicial interest in the planning applications at Items 11.2 and 11.4 respectively. The Chair noted that all members might be perceived to have a personal interest in applications by fellow Councillors but that this did not 
prevent them taking a position providing all were clear that their views must represent the interests of the community.  All agreed.
2.2
The Chair then noted that – as proposer – he had a direct interest in Item 12.

********************************

At this point the Police representatives arrived.   The Chair adjourned the meeting to allow them to report with minimal delay and return to their patrol.   PC John Davis introduced his replacement, PC Mark Randle and a short discussion ensued.  All members wished John well in his retirement and it was noted that the Council’s letter to the Chief Constable praising PC Davis’s efforts and dedication as a Community Constable had been well received:  the Chair then re-convened the meeting.
********************************
ITEM 3 :
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 13th January 2005 was proposed by Cllr J Sykes, seconded by Cllr D Brown ,   and approved by all.  

ITEM 4:
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
Tibbs Meadow Footpath (Item 4.1) : Cllr Sykes confirmed he had placed an additional post.


4.2

War memorial – Cleaning (Item 4.3)  :  The Clerk advised that a response on joint participation was awaited from CFPC.  He noted however that the need for a twice p/a clean-up had been informally queried – after discussion the requirement was confirmed.  




4.3
Finger Posts (Item 4.6)  :  The Chair produced the intended sign plaques and it was confirmed that a polite form of request not to stick posters etc was the Council’s intention.



 4.4
Village Design Statement (Item 6)   Several Members had taken part in a joint review meeting with the VDS Team on 29th January and that the draft was under revision as a result. 
4.5
Parish Wells (Item 8)  Cllr Brown said that he had had difficulty getting hold of Mr Strong so had no progress to report: he would keep trying.  Action : D Brown
4.6
Residence Location Data (Item 11)   The Clerk advised that he had received both interest and co-operation from Adrian Morris the Software Manager at KDC, and maps had been supplied.   These would be checked against last year’s data input and  circulated for review by members in due course. Action : Clerk
4.7
Parish Trees (Item 12)   The Clerk confirmed that the Chute Cadley Green tree had been inspected by Ian Pocock (Tree Surgeon) on the 12th and that advice./ estimate was awaited.





4.8
Tidworth Community Area Awards (Item 15)   The Chair confirmed that the nominations had been forwarded and noted that the awards were to be presented by the Lord Lieutenant.




ITEM 5 :
UPPER CHUTE BUS SHELTER
5.1
The Clerk read the letter he had sent to the insurers explaining the circumstances and seeking an assurance that further delay in submission of  an invoice for settlement of the claim would not prejudice the position of the Parish Council. This had now been received. 
5.2
Particularly in view of the cost of rebuild even, with maximum WCC grant aid, discussion favoured simple re-instatement/repair of the structure. It was agreed to hold award of a contract until Mr Quirk had had the opportunity to quote for this rather than the major improvement work he had earlier recommended and quoted for. To be resolved at the next Meeting.  Action : Cllr Barnard








ITEM 6 :
VERGE EROSION BY VEHICLES
6.1
Cllr D Brown produced photographs of  the deterrent/border posts employed in areas of the New Forest – Minstead and Emery Down districts.   These were generally favoured by members and it was agreed that the Clerk should seek clarification of the specification of these posts, their costs, and any pertinent advice on their use/deployment.  Once this information was available a decision would be made on the way ahead and the form of a pilot scheme : this to be cleared with the Highways Authority.  Action : Clerk
ITEM 7 :
DATES OF MEETINGS FOR COMING YEAR

7.1
The dates proposed by the Clerk in the Agenda were agreed by all.

ITEM 8 :
MODEL DISCIPLINARY/GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE
8.1
The Clerk advised that he had tried to tailor the procedures, provided by NALC, to Parish Council operations but had hit some snags and had therefore sought WALC advice.    WALC had agreed there were problems at Parish Council level and were seeking clarification/advice.   Until this was made available the Clerk advised that the procedures should simply be noted and accepted in principle.     This was agreed by all.  Action: Clerk to follow up
ITEM 9 :
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 - ‘QUALIFIED PERSONS’
9.1
The undated letter from the Office of the DPM notifying the authorisation of Qualified Persons for Parish Councils had been circulated to all between 23rd Jan and 7th Feb.  The Ministerial decision that the Clerk is the Primary Qualified Person and the Chair the Secondary Qualified Person referred to Section 36 of the Act – dealing with decisions on  whether information requested is exempt.   After discussion it was agreed that in practice the Clerk would advise members of requests for information and, particularly, if he intended to deny access to information under the exemption provisions in the Act. 
9.2
The ‘Legal Update’ on the Act provided by WALC (County Circ 02/05) was also discussed and the following matters agreed by all:-
9.2.1   Given that the Clerk’s private residence is also the ‘council office’:  if an applicant wishes to inspect information in person then issues of privacy and security arise.  In such cases the preferred option is to invite the applicant to attend, say 30 minutes in advance, one of the Council’s scheduled meetings to inspect the information.  If this is not acceptable, perhaps because of the delay it might cause, the alternative arrangement should be to hire as a one-off a room in the Village Hall and invite the applicant to attend by prior appointment.  The option of also having a member present in either case may be requested by the Clerk.
9.2.2   The Clerk should propose appropriate changes to Standing Orders and his own Contract for consideration at a future meeting.
ITEM 10 :
MEMBERSHIP OF CPRE
10.1
It was agreed that membership of  the Council for Protection of Rural England, at a cost of £25 p/a should be sought - on a vote of  five for and two abstentions - Cheque at next meeting.   
ITEM 11 :
PLANNING (nb.  All applications completed circulation before Agenda deadline)
11.1
No. 51557/F - Change of Use of Cross Keys.  This application was strongly opposed by all.  The Chair read a proposed response to KDC and this was unanimously agreed. 
11.2
No. 51573/F Conservatory at Meerkat Burows     Cllr N Conder, the applicant, withdrew from the hall for this Item.    Particularly since the conservatory was to be to the rear of the property and seemed to have little if any impact on neighbours, it was unanimously agreed that there was no objection to this application.
11.3
No. 51579/T  Tree work at Grove House Cottage   It was unanimously agreed that there was no objection to this application.
11.4
No. 51600/O   West Limmer Barn – Stables    Cllr J Sykes, the applicant, withdrew from the hall for this Item.    After some discussion it was unanimously agreed that the application should be supported but with a strong recommendation that the proposed staff cabin should be clearly tied to the current purpose.
11.5
The Clerk read the following record of actions since the last meeting - all were content:-
50199/F New Barn, Upper Chute Barn Conversion - No Objection by PC – Granted by KDC with a  S106 agreement

51417/F Hatchett Inn  Lower Chute replace bottle & dry goods store- No objection by PC - Granted by KDC
51516/F Lantern Cottage, Upper Chute Amend't to Chimney Stack - No objection by PC
ITEM 12 :
PROPOSED MEMORIAL SEAT TO JENI SHAW
12.1
The Chair explained that he wished to place a memorial seat to his late wife by the pond on Chute Cadley Green – the seat to be presented to the community in the care of the Parish Council.  He produced illustrative sketches of the design and placement and then withdrew for the duration of the subsequent discussion.   It was unanimously agreed that the proposal was supported in principle. Final agreement to be subject only to presentation of more detail : the Chair undertook to provide this in due course.  Clerk’s note - Since the site is in a conservation area, the Chair is liaising with KDC planning staff over aspects of the location and layout of the site and access path.- however planning permission is not required and agreement falls within the powers of the Parish Council. 







ITEM 13 :
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
13.1
Noise nuisance   Informal complaints about noisy power tools and dogs barking were considered : the Chair to appeal for consideration/liaison with neighbours through the Chronicle. 
13.2
Fly Tipping   It was noted that dumping of garden waste, tyres etc was recurring.  After discussion it was agreed that a more formalised policy response should be considered including options such as volunteer efforts and paid removal services.  This matter to be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.  Action : Clerk
13.3
Environmental Conservation – Volunteer projects  The approach received from BTCV seeking projects for youths on an exchange programme (circulated) was discussed.  The Clerk was asked to inquire whether work such as Ragwort pulling was acceptable. Action : Clerk

13.4
Community Cleansing Grant   The Clerk advised that the Cleansing Grant application had been successful but that KDC were only able to make £100 available in FY 2005/06.
13.5
Charity Appeal  The Clerk advised of an application for financial assistance from Marie Curie Cancer Care.  The organisation was praised but Council Policy of leaving such financial support to individuals in the community was confirmed.
13.6
CPRE Best Kept Village Competition.  The Clerk advised of an invitation to take part – Council Policy of not promoting this was confirmed.
13.7
Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment Bill    The Clerk advised of receipt of a letter from DEFRA which outlined the cover of the Bill and the new associated powers.  Advice on the practicalities of taking up such powers had been sought without success from the Solicitor to KDC and WALC suggested as a possible  source of help/advice.   The letter would be circulated as soon as some clarification had been received.
13.8
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair noted that the next Council meeting was scheduled for 17th March 2005 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
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Signed


Dated


